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WHICH CONTINENT HAS THE GREATEST REPRESENTATION IN WUR
2021?

∙ EUROPE
∙ NORTH AMERICA

∙ ASIA
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1,002
UNIVERSITIES

80
LOCATIONS 

COVERED
(TOP 1000)

1,002
INSTITUTIONS 

RANKED
(TOP 1000)

47
NEW 

INSTITUTIONS
(TOP 1000)
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THE TOP 10 INSTITUTIONS FOR ACADEMIC REPUTATION ARE ALL 
FROM THE UK AND US EXCEPT FOR 1 – CAN YOU GUESS THE 

LOCATION?

∙ AUSTRALIA
∙ CHINA
∙ JAPAN
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ACADEMIC REPUTATION
1 HARVARD UNIVERSITY US

2 UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE UK

3 UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD UK

4 STANFORD UNIVERSITY US

5 MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY (MIT) US

6 UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY (UCB) US

7 THE UNIVERSITY OF TOKYO JP

8 UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES (UCLA) US

9 YALE UNIVERSITY US

10 PRINCETON UNIVERSITY US

11 COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY US

12 NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF SINGAPORE (NUS) SG

13 UCL (UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON) UK

14 UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO US

15 UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO CA

▪ The ‘cornerstone’ 
of the QS 
approach. 
Reputation 
matters 

▪ US and UK 
dominating the 
field here, but 
strong entries 
from Japan (7) and 
Singapore (12). 
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EMPLOYER REPUTATION
1 HARVARD UNIVERSITY US

2 UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE UK

3 UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD UK

4 MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY (MIT) US

5 STANFORD UNIVERSITY US

6 YALE UNIVERSITY US

7 CENTRALESUPÉLEC FR

8 UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY (UCB) US

9 IMPERIAL COLLEGE LONDON UK

10 UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES (UCLA) US

11 LONDON SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICAL 
SCIENCE (LSE) UK

12 THE UNIVERSITY OF TOKYO JP

13 PEKING UNIVERSITY CN

14 PRINCETON UNIVERSITY US

15 ECOLE POLYTECHNIQUE FR

▪ US and UK again 
dominate the 
field, but we see 
entries from 
France, Japan 
and China

▪ QS Skills Gap 
Report 2019 –
data skills are 
key!
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5,381
AVERAGE RECORDS PER 

INSTITUTION

YEAR ON YEAR INCREASE

57,268
AVERAGE CITATIONS PER 

INSTITUTION

YEAR ON YEAR INCREASE
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Research: The competition heats up
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120,647
AT TOP 100 

UNIVERSITIES

YEAR ON YEAR INCREASE

274,261
AT TOP 500

UNIVERSITIES

YEAR ON YEAR INCREASE
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INTERNATIONAL FACULTY
1 AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF SHARJAH AE

2 AMERICAN UNIVERSITY IN DUBAI AE

3 ABU DHABI UNIVERSITY AE

4 KING ABDULLAH UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY (KAUST) SA

5 AJMAN UNIVERSITY AE

6 UNIVERSITY OF SHARJAH AE

7 ZAYED UNIVERSITY AE

8 PRINCE MOHAMMAD BIN FAHD UNIVERSITY SA

9 KHALIFA UNIVERSITY AE

10 UNIVERSITY OF MACAU MO

11 UNITED ARAB EMIRATES UNIVERSITY AE

12 MACAU UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY MO

13 QATAR UNIVERSITY QA

14 CITY UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG HK

15 ECOLE POLYTECHNIQUE FÉDÉRALE DE LAUSANNE (EPFL) CH
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776,767
AT TOP 100 

UNIVERSITIES

YEAR ON YEAR INCREASE

2,127,589
AT TOP 500

UNIVERSITIES

YEAR ON YEAR INCREASE
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
1 LONDON BUSINESS SCHOOL UK

2 MACAU UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY MO

3 AJMAN UNIVERSITY AE

4 AMERICAN UNIVERSITY IN DUBAI AE

5 IE UNIVERSITY ES

6 AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF SHARJAH AE

7 LONDON SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICAL SCIENCE (LSE) UK

8 UNIVERSITÖ DELLA SVIZZERA ITALIANA CH

9 CRANFIELD UNIVERSITY UK

10 KING ABDULLAH UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY (KAUST) SA

11 ABU DHABI UNIVERSITY AE

12 ECOLE POLYTECHNIQUE FÉDÉRALE DE LAUSANNE (EPFL) CH

13 THE UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY AU

14 IMPERIAL COLLEGE LONDON UK

15 UNIVERSITY OF SHARJAH AE
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TO ACHIEVE THE TOP SCORE IN FACULTY:STUDENT RATIO, HOW 
MANY STUDENTS SHOULD AN INSTITUTION HAVE PER FACULTY 

MEMBER?

∙ AROUND 1
∙ AROUND 2
∙ AROUND 3
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University of 
Copenhagen

4

FACULTY STUDENT RATIO
- What does it take to get top marks?
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Spain, France and Italy
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US VS. UK
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BRIC: 
A Snapshot
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East-Asia: 
A Snapshot
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WHICH LOCATION IS MOST IMPROVED IN THIS YEAR’S RANKINGS?

∙ INDONESIA
∙ MALAYSIA
∙ THAILAND
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Top 3 Improvers:

• Malaysia

• Russia

• Austria
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THANK YOU

www.topuniversities.com | www.iu.qs.com

rankings@qs.com | intelligenceunit@qs.com

facebook.com/universityrankings

@worlduniranking | #QSWUR

linkedin.com/company/QS

QS World University Rankings
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